
Blended Unit Planning Document (blueprint) 

Unit or Topic 
Title: 

Introductory Unit (Theme = Identity) - 1st unit of the school year   

  
Unit or Topic 
Standards or 

Goals 

 
Enduring Understandings (from the AP Capstone Program Standards) include but are not limited to:  

 

1.1 Personal interest and intellectual curiosity inspire investigation of topics or issues that may or may not be clearly defined. A well-crafted 

investigation explores the complexity of an issue or topic. Further inquiry can lead to unexpected conclusions, resolutions, innovations, or solutions.  

 

1.2 Strengthening understanding of a concept or issue requires questioning existing ideas, using what is known to discover what is not known, and 

making connections to prior knowledge. 

 

1.3 The investigative process is aided by the effective organization, management, and selection of resources and information. Appropriate technologies 

and tools enable the scholar to become more efficient, productive, and credible.  

 

3.1 Different perspectives often lead to competing and alternate arguments. The complexity of an issue emerges when people bring these differing, 

multiple perspectives to the conversation. 

 

4.3 Responsible participation in the scholarly community requires acknowledging and respecting the prior findings and contributions of others.  

 

5.1 How a perspective or argument is presented affects how people interpret or react to it. The same perspective or argument may be developed or 

presented differently depending on audience, purpose, and context. 
 

 

Unit 
Name 

 
 

Intro 
Unit 

(Identity) 

Learning Objectives 
What will students be able 
to do? 

Current Teaching Design 
List every activity that you 
currently complete in your 
traditional classroom situation to 
teach this unit.  
 

Classroom Activities 
Based on what you have learned so far, 
what instruction, activities and 
assessment will you continue to complete 
in the classroom?  Place an X in this 
column next to that item.  
 

Online Activities 
Based on what you 
have learned so 
far, what 
instruction, 
activities and 
assessment will 
you no move to the 
online 
environment? 
Place an X in this 
column next to 
that item.  
 

TO-DO 
What items must you 
complete in order to finish 
the creation of this unit. If 
any of the items to the right 
must be modified for online 
delivery list it here.   For 
example, create a short 
podcast, find a YouTube 
video, write a discussion 
question, re-write directions 
for an activity so it can take 
place online.  

 
Identify (and as the 
unit progresses, 
analyze) the various 
factors and people 
contributing to one’s 
identity. 
 
 

 
After the first two weeks of 
school (which involve 
pre-assessments, syllabus 
review, digital citizenship 
agreement, etc), we begin the 
Introductory Unit on the 
theme of Identity. It involves 
the following activties: 

 
Students will consider Sylvia 
Plath’s “Mirror” and the evil 
Queen’s “Mirror, mirror” as a 
starting point for one’s own 
identity. Is it better to look within or 
without in order to convey identity? 
Create a chart to brainstorm how 
this happens.  

 
 
 
 
Accessing the 
OWL Purdue 
website 
 
 

 
Set up different 
“sections” in Canvas 
LMS for Seminar and 
ELA 9 hours 
 
 
Post links to each 
poem/text so it can be 



Conduct a well-crafted 
investigation by 
exploring the 
complexity of an issue 
or topic.  
 
Strengthen 
understanding of a 
concept or issue by 
questioning existing 
ideas, using what is 
known to discover 
what is not known, 
and making 
connections to prior 
knowledge. 
 
Define credibility. 
 
Describe the process 
of RAVEN in order to 
assess credibility. 
 
Use RAVEN to 
thoroughly and 
successfully assess 
the credibility of 
various writers and 
publications.  
 
Use appropriate 
technologies and 
tools to become more 
efficient, productive, 
and credible.  
 
Acknowledge and 
respect the prior 
findings and 
contributions of 
others by using 
proper MLA or APA 
formatting. 
 
Explore and bring 
differing, multiple 
perspectives to the 

 
Reading of Sylvia Plath’s 
“Mirror” 
 
Writing poems to 
demonstrate our own 
experiences with the duality 
of identity (how others see 
us versus how we see 
ourselves) 
 
Reading of Shakespeare’s 
“The Seven Ages of Man” 
 
Group activities to add, 
subtract, move around the 
stages - We discuss if the 
“list” is complete, whether it 
still accurately represents 
people now, and how it 
connects to the theme of 
identity 
 
Defining what makes a 
source credible 
 
Learning the RAVEN method 
of credibility assess 
 
Teacher provides example, 
students practice on their 
own as a formative 
assessment 
 
Learning the basics of MLA 
formatting 
 
Learning the basics of APA 
formatting 
 
Unpacking what makes a 
strong research question, 
thesis, and argument 
 
Khan Academy video 
tutorials on argumentative 
writing 

 
William Shakespeare’s “The Seven 
Ages of Man” will help students to 
think about identity as something 
that everyone has in common. 
What connects all of us? What are 
the stages of life that all people 
experience? What can students add 
to this list? Modify? Subtract? 
Everyone experiences 
transformations throughout life. 
Students will consider Nicola 
D'Ascenzo’s stained glass window 
when revising their “ages.” 
 
Instructor-led lesson on what 
credibility is as well as what the 
RAVEN acronym stand for.  
 
Teacher provides an example of the 
RAVEN process performed on one 
article. Students then practice on 
their own.  
 
Going over the Identity 
Argumentative Essay Rubric 
 
Basics of MLA Formatting 
 
Basics of APA Formatting (and how 
it differs from MLA) 
 
Chart to help visualize and contrast 
 
Unpacking: What makes a strong 
research topic/question? What 
makes a strong thesis?  
 
Understanding: What is an 
argument? Basics of constructing 
an argument 
 
“The Danger of a Single Story” TED 
Talk 
 
Watching the TED Talk in class. 
Students will take notes in a way 

Taking online 
quizzes on MLA 
and APA 
formatting 
 
Students create 
Khan Academy 
accounts and 
log into these in 
order to  watch 
two 
argumentative 
writing videos 
 
Watching the 
video and 
typing out some 
observations 
and questions 
(taking notes) 
 
Students use 
online 
databases to 
research.  
 
They will type 
their essays, 
and during the 
rough draft and 
final draft 
stages, they will 
engage in peer 
editing. This will 
be directed in 
class and then 
extended to 
purely 
online/outside 
of class. 
 
Students will 
also use 
Mindomo for 
creating their 
outlines 
 

read online in the form of 
a Google Doc template 
so students can write 
comments/annotate the 
texts 
 
 
Links to the text (play 
excerpt) as well as the 
picture of D’Ascenzo’s 
stained glass window 
 
Web tutorials 
 
Screencasting of 
lessons 
 
Publishing the rubrics 
online with audio 
explanation of each row 
 
 



conversation within 
your writing. 
 
Describe the 
difference between 
perspective and lens. 
 
Understand how a 
perspective or 
argument is presented 
affects how people 
interpret or react to it.  
 
 

 
 
Basics of constructing an 
argument 
 
“The Danger of a Single 
Story” TED Talk - Watch, take 
notes, discuss, answer 
questions and participate in 
a Socratic circle discussion 
 
 
 
 

that fits their 
engagement/attention/learning 
style.  
 
Students will then engage in 
Socratic circle discussion (without 
preparation) as a practice in 
mastering the art of this discussion 
style. 
 
Review of the essay rubric 
(provided by College Board) - 
Reading of two sample student 
essays in groups - Discuss scoring 
as well as general strengths and 
weaknesses 

 
Reflections will 
be typed and 
submitted 
online 
 
 
 
 
 

Classroom Assessment  
 
Identity Mini Presentation: A two minute in-class presentation during which you summarize your essay, 
incorporate pieces of your reflection, and generally, share your findings/argument with classmates in celebration 
of identity. 
 
 

Online Assessment Identity Argumentative Essay: 500 word essay arguing your perspective on and definition of identity. Specifically, 
you will convince readers that one specific thing has the strongest influence on the formation of a person’s 
identity. You must defend your position using evidence from several sources, and you also have the option to 
include specific details of your own experiences/background. Although you may acknowledge the other factors 
contributing to a person’s identity, you must be consistent in your original argument that X has the strongest 
influence.  
 
Identity Written Reflection: 100-200 word reflective piece that should include obstacles you encountered, why/how 
you chose your writing style as well as your citation style, and strengths and weaknesses of your essay and 
research processes.  

 


