
 

Blended Unit Planning Document #1 

Grade Level/Content Area 

5th Grade Social Studies 

 

Unit Title 

American Indian Life in the Americas 

 

Unit Abstract 
A description of the featured unit of study that characterizes the subject matter to be studied and states very generally what students are expected to learn and 
the types of learning activities that will be conducted to provide opportunities for learning. 

The life of Native Americans before European exploration, including cultural regions and how different tribes adapted to their environment.  

 

Standards/Benchmarks 
Identifying Expectations and Standards helps to ensure curricular alignment. 
 
Are the appropriate goals (ie: content standards, benchmarks, curriculum objectives) identified? 

NGS standards: UI.I.2 & UI.I.3: Compare how American Indians in the desert Southwest and the Pacific Northwest adapted to or modified the environment. 
Describe Eastern Woodland American Indian Life with respect to government and family structures, trade, and views on property ownership.  

Essential Questions  
A meaning of “essential” involves important questions that recur throughout one’s life. Such questions are broad in scope and timeless by nature. They are 
perpetually arguable – What is justice?  Is art a matter of taste or principles? How far should we tamper with our own biology and chemistry?  Is science 
compatible with religion? Is an author’s view privileged in determining the meaning of a text? We may arrive at or be helped to grasp understandings for these 
questions, but we soon learn that answers to them are invariably provisional. In other words, we are liable to change our minds in response to reflection and 
experience concerning such questions as we go through life, and that such changes of mind are not only expected but beneficial. A good education is grounded 
in such life-long questions, even if we sometimes lose sight of them while focusing on content mastery. The big-idea questions signal that education is not just 
about learning “the answer” but about learning how to learn. (Wiggins, Understanding by Design) 



 

 

How are values and lifestyles determined or influenced by our surroundings?  

 
Student will know... 
Summarizing the key content by setting up knowledge and skill goals for the 
unit helps designers focus lesson content. 
 

Students will be able to identify the cultural regions of Native Americans.  Students will compare and contrast how two different tribes adapted to their 
environments.  Students will identify cultural artifacts and/or resources of each region.  

 

Students will be able to…. 
Summarizing the key skills goals for the unit helps designers focus lesson content. 
 

1. Identify regions on map  
2. Explain unique characteristics of each tribe and how their connect to the habitat 
3. Compare value systems life structures to today 

 

Current Teaching Design* 
List every activity that you currently complete in your traditional classroom situation to teach this unit.  

Color code maps (by hand using colored pencils), read textbook, discuss as group, research a specific tribe on computer, write historical fiction story about a 
specific tribe on Google Docs. 

 

Models 
Recommended models for implementation.  (ie flex, station rotation, lab rotation, flipped, individual, A La Carte, enriched virtual) 

A La Carte and Flex 

 

Instruction and Activities 
Based on what you have learned so far what instruction and activities will students engage with in the face-to-face (F2F) environment? Which will you now move 
to the online environment? For more support in planning this way, watch this video. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OYFEDR2qlBc


 

F2F Online 

 
1. Color code map by hand using colored pencils.  Students will need a 

hard copy of a blank map that has the Native American regions 
outlined.  You can easily find this by googling: Native American 
Cultural Regions Blank Worksheet. Here is a color coded map: 
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/photo/native-american-cultures
/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Zoom in on Eastern Woodland American Indian life a bit more using either 
a resource that you may have (such as a textbook) or using this online source: 
http://www.encyclopedia.com/history/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-a
nd-maps/eastern-woodlands-indians 

2. Watch video on Edpuzzle that will teach students more about each tribe. 
Students should complete the assignment on the Edpuzzle video that asks 
them to draw two symbols for each cultural region.  
https://edpuzzle.com/assignments/5983677a0a144a4025389432/watch 
 
 
3.  Have students take a snapshot of their completed map and post to 
SeeSaw.  Then ask students to comment on two other people’s cultural 
symbols.  
 
4. Read through the information on 
http://school.eb.com/levels/elementary/article/Native-Americans-or-America
n-Indians/353288 looking for information about how Native Americans 
adapted to their environment.  
 
5. Comment about one adaption on Seesaw. 
 
 
6. Focus in on either Southwest or Pacific Northwest and dig a little deeper on 
adaptations to natural surroundings in textbook (assign so that even number 
are doing 
each)https://prezi.com/ghryrra_mm-u/pacific-northwest-desert-southwest/?
webgl=0# 
 
 
7. Partner students up to share their findings and create a Venn Diagram on: 
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/compcontrast/m
ap.html Screen shot it and post to SeeSaw 
 
 
 
 
9.  Flesh out some historical fiction conflict ideas that include details about 
Eastern Woodland American Indian life (government, family structures, trade, 
views on property ownership & land) by using: 
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/storymap/ 
 

https://www.nationalgeographic.org/photo/native-american-cultures/
https://prezi.com/ghryrra_mm-u/pacific-northwest-desert-southwest/?webgl=0#
https://prezi.com/ghryrra_mm-u/pacific-northwest-desert-southwest/?webgl=0#
http://school.eb.com/levels/elementary/article/Native-Americans-or-American-Indians/353288
http://school.eb.com/levels/elementary/article/Native-Americans-or-American-Indians/353288
http://www.encyclopedia.com/history/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/eastern-woodlands-indians
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/compcontrast/map.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/compcontrast/map.html
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/storymap/
http://www.encyclopedia.com/history/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/eastern-woodlands-indians
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/photo/native-american-cultures/
https://edpuzzle.com/assignments/5983677a0a144a4025389432/watch


 

Screen shot it and post to SeeSaw.  

 
 

Assessments 
Based on what you have learned so far what instruction  assessments will students engage with in the face-to-face (F2F) environment? Which will you now move 
to the online environment? Think about how you balance your assessment strategies (formative and summative).  
 

F2F Online 

 10. Research and develop a short historical fiction story about Eastern 
Woodland Native Americans and conflicts they faced. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C4mSmso8VvY 
 
 
11. Post on SeeSaw and get feedback from classmates about how you 
incorporated government and family structures, trade, and views on property 
ownership into your piece of writing.  

Resources 
A selected repertoire of high quality resources that would equip a teacher to teach the unit is listed here. 
 
 

F2F Online 

 
National Geographic Region Map 

 
ReadWriteThink  
SeeSaw 
Google Docs 
EDpuzzle 
Encyclopedia.com 
Prezi 
school.eb 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C4mSmso8VvY


 

TO-DO* 
What items must you complete in order to finish the creation of this unit. If any of the items to the right must be modified for online delivery list it here.   For 
example, create a short podcast, find a YouTube video, write a discussion question, re-write directions for an activity so it can take place online.  
 

 

 


