
 
 
My thought process for the “Big Picture” is looking at governments around the world & 
throughout history.  My class is currently reading a dramatic reading version (1968) of Animal 
Farm by George Orwell.  In all my nearly 15 years of using this content with my 5th graders, I’ve 
never had as passionate and argumentative group as this one.  I want to build on that spirit to 
promote / showcase various individuals who’ve fought for freedom & democracy. 
 
The first OER resource I’ve found to use is 
http://www.oercommons.org/courses/democracies-in-the-world/view and it uses Adobe flash to 
provide an interactive world map.  Students are introduced to various levels of “democracy” 
around the world as noted by that particular government.  Next, they are able to use a slider bar 
to engage with a more uniform definition of democracy and see the “true” pretenders.  Later 
slides introduce various individuals from world history who’ve lead non-violent struggles for 
democracy (MLK Jr., Nelson Mandella, etc,...). 
 

1. As you began developing your blended unit plan have you discovered anything about your 
teaching, what you enjoy, any "holes," topics your students struggle with? How will this 
knowledge help you move forward with your blended unit plan? 

I’ll be adding to my content as I discover / uncover more resources and help facilitate 
students to make connections.  I’m really trying to work this year to be less of the “sage 
on the stage” and rather the “guide on the side.”  I’m specifically trying to instigate more 
questioning strategies to help students to “uncover” answers instead of giving them the 
answers.  I do miss “storytelling” as that’s one of the ways I see history, but I do like 
seeing kids work to find answers.  Next I plan to use a class set of “Shhh….We’re 
Writing the Constitution” by Jeanne Fritz.  It details the plan, struggle, and results of the 
Second Constitutional Convention in scrapping the Articles of Confederation (AoC) and 
writing the Constitution.  First we’ll compare & contrast the AoC & Constitution using 
http://www.usconstitution.net/constconart.html.  Getting a good handle on our nation’s 
progress will lead to the next activity.   Next we’ll engage with another OER site, 
https://www.constituteproject.org/ which lists the 194 nation’s constitutions to compare & 
contrast.  It is nearly overwhelming, but a great resource.  I’ll possibly use google slides 
or another online tool for kids to create a venn diagram to share their results of another 
nation & our Constitution. 

While dealing with 5th graders (10-11 years old), most don’t have the background 
knowledge of civics yet.  We did a mock election unit in October / November that also 
provided ties to the actual U. S. Presidential election.  This lack of background 
knowledge might be a bit challenging as students are introduced to new material and 
asked to then make text connections.  We focus so much on making text connections 

http://www.oercommons.org/courses/democracies-in-the-world/view
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http://www.usconstitution.net/constconart.html


that are “easy” Text to Self, that this will provide a challenge to do more Text to Text 
based opportunities. 

2. What did you learn from the digital tools section this week? Did you find any resources 
that you can use in your plan? What decisions have you come to regarding the digital 
tools that you will make for your unit? 

The digital tools that I plan on using are listed in step #1.  I’ll probably try to use different 
tools for students to present (Recap app / letsrecap.com, seesaw app / seesaw.me, our 
google classroom site using google slides, or maybe even pic collage or chatterpix!) 
This year’s devisiveness for the presidential election has really stirred up many people’s 
interest in government, and I wish to continue to capitalize on those emotions by 
focusing on the fundamentals, yet allowing students the freedom to creatively share 
their results. 

 

Khan Academy Video Resources 

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-us-history/period-3/apush-creating-a-natio
n/v/birth-of-the-us-constitution 
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