
 

AAPS Blended Unit Planning Document #2 

Grade Level/Content Area 

2nd Grade 

 

Unit Title 

Opinion Writing 

 

Unit Abstract 
A description of the featured unit of study that characterizes the subject matter to be studied and states very generally what students are expected to learn and 
the types of learning activities that will be conducted to provide opportunities for learning. 

Students will learn how to express their opinion in writing and write persuasive letters. Their writing should have an introduction stating their opinion, at least 
2 reasons, and a conclusion restating their opinion. Almost all the lessons in this unit are taught in a writer’s workshop model where instruction is delivered in 
a mini-lesson and then students have time to work on their writing and conference 1-on-1 or in small groups with the teacher. I have only included the focus 
for each minilesson below, but every lesson should include time when students are working independently to apply what they have learned in the minilessons.  

 

Standards/Benchmarks 
Identifying Expectations and Standards helps to ensure curricular alignment. 
 
Are the appropriate goals (ie: content standards, benchmarks, curriculum objectives) identified? 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.1 

Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons that support the 
opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section. 

Essential Questions  
A meaning of “essential” involves important questions that recur throughout one’s life. Such questions are broad in scope and timeless by nature. They are 
perpetually arguable – What is justice?  Is art a matter of taste or principles? How far should we tamper with our own biology and chemistry?  Is science 
compatible with religion? Is an author’s view privileged in determining the meaning of a text? We may arrive at or be helped to grasp understandings for these 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/2/1/


 

questions, but we soon learn that answers to them are invariably provisional. In other words, we are liable to change our minds in response to reflection and 
experience concerning such questions as we go through life, and that such changes of mind are not only expected but beneficial. A good education is grounded 
in such life-long questions, even if we sometimes lose sight of them while focusing on content mastery. The big-idea questions signal that education is not just 
about learning “the answer” but about learning how to learn. (Wiggins, Understanding by Design) 
 

How can we make the world better with our writing? 
 

 
Student will know... 
Summarizing the key content by setting up knowledge and skill goals for the 
unit helps designers focus lesson content. 
 

Opinion 
Paragraphs 
Reason 

 

Students will be able to…. 
Summarizing the key skills goals for the unit helps designers focus lesson content. 
 

Write an opinion essay and/or persuasive letter. Their writing should have an introduction stating their opinion, at least 2 reasons (2-3 sentences each), and a 
conclusion restating their opinion. They should use transition words and strong word choice.  
Note: the concept of trying to convince someone to do something is very difficult for some students to understand. If students are able to write an opinion 
essay, that meets the standards as well. They do not need to write a persuasive letter, but will be encouraged to in this unit. 

 

Current Teaching Design* 
List every activity that you currently complete in your traditional classroom situation to teach this unit.  

I have not taught this unit before 

 

Models 
Recommended models for implementation.  (ie flex, station rotation, lab rotation, flipped, individual, A La Carte, enriched virtual) 

Small Group Collaboration, Individual 



 

 

Instruction and Activities 
Based on what you have learned so far what instruction and activities will students engage with in the face-to-face (F2F) environment? Which will you now move 
to the online environment? For more support in planning this way, watch this video. 
 

F2F Online 

1. Introduce opinion with prompt “what is your favorite food and why”. 
Practice giving reasons orally and in writing and highlight the word 
“because”  

2. Introduce the idea of persuading someone to agree with 
you-persuading your friends to play tag at recess, persuading your 
parents to let you stay up late, etc 

3. Explain that a strong opinion essay has an introduction, at least 2 
reasons, and a conclusion restating your opinion. Model using the 
outline to organize your writing and introduce paragraphs. 

4. Model using the outline (in resources)  to turn your writing into full 
sentences and paragraphs. 

5. Model using transition words to make your writing flow. 
6. Model editing and revising writing 
7. *Can be done at another time of day, does not follow writer’s 

workshop model* Discuss texts as windows (to see into other 
people’s lives who are different from us) and mirrors (to see 
ourselves reflected in the characters) see resources for link to blog 
explaining more about windows and mirrors 

 
 

8. Discuss what different races are and how even people of the same 
race look different. Discuss what a publisher is and what Scholastic 
does.  

8. Students tally the estimated race and gender of characters on inventory 
sheet 
 
9. Review aspects of opinion writing. Tell students that Richard Robinson is 
the CEO and they can write him a letter. Students write and edit letters.  
 
11. Tell students that there are other companies that publish books.  

1. Watch video explaining opinion writing 
        1.As students finish writing and editing throughout the unit they will 
publish their work on Seesaw 
 
2. Watch video with brainstorming ideas 
 
 
3. Watch videos explaining drafting 
 
 
 
 
6. Watch video explaining revising and editing 
7. Groups look through scholastic website Kids Books to identify race and 
gender of main character(s)  
Group 1: Fantasy 
Group 2: Funny 
Group 3: Adventure and Sci-Fi 
Group 4: Comic Books 
Group 5: Historical 
8. Graph findings on projected computer and discuss- what do you notice? Is 
it fair? Who has lots of mirrors? Who has lots of windows? What can we do 
about it? Prompt students to the idea of writing letters to Scholastic. 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Publish letters on social media as well as mailing, keep a copy 
11. Show the Lee and Low website and have students work in groups to use 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OYFEDR2qlBc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KEK2oGBSsHk&index=1&list=PLTCzXKdxBpDDl1fp2gAv7lVjAJXvq9stk
https://web.seesaw.me/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qv4rHG6rrr8&index=2&list=PLTCzXKdxBpDDl1fp2gAv7lVjAJXvq9stk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X1e8Zg-fYgE&list=PLTCzXKdxBpDDl1fp2gAv7lVjAJXvq9stk&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6sZao2fUhSw&list=PLTCzXKdxBpDDl1fp2gAv7lVjAJXvq9stk&index=7
https://www.scholastic.com/kids/books/
https://www.leeandlow.com/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12. Compare Lee and Low graph to Scholastic graph. Discuss how Lee and Low 
is a small company and not a lot of people know about it. What could we do 
to let people know? Who do we know who buys books? (parents, principal, 
librarian, etc). How could we convince them to buy books from Lee and Low? 
Prompt students to the idea of writing letters 

their search tool to complete the same inventory focused on race (you can 
search by race and it tells you how many books in each category). Graph 
results. 
Group 1: Leveled Classroom Libraries 
Group 2: Social and Emotional Learning 
Group 3: STEM 
Group 4: Social Studies and History 
Group 5: Spanish and Bilingual 
12. Compare graphs with projector 
 
 
 
 
13. Students publish on Seesaw by uploading or taking a picture or video and 
send letters to recipients 

 
 

Assessments 
Based on what you have learned so far what instruction  assessments will students engage with in the face-to-face (F2F) environment? Which will you now move 
to the online environment? Think about how you balance your assessment strategies (formative and summative).  
 

F2F Online 

Student writing is assessed based on the following: 
● Writing has an introduction in which they express their opinion 
● At least 2 reasons to support their opinion with at least 2-3 sentences 

for each reason 
● Conclusion that restates their opinion 
● Transition words such as also, another, because 
● Uses punctuation including apostrophes in contractions, periods, 

capital letters, and commas  
● Uses strong words to convince the reader 

 

Writing can also be assessed from Seesaw using the same rubric 

Resources 
A selected repertoire of high quality resources that would equip a teacher to teach the unit is listed here. 



 

 
 

F2F Online 

Outline 
Resource for teaching Windows and Mirrors lesson 
Inventory Sheet 
 
 

 

 

TO-DO* 
What items must you complete in order to finish the creation of this unit. If any of the items to the right must be modified for online delivery list it here.   For 
example, create a short podcast, find a YouTube video, write a discussion question, re-write directions for an activity so it can take place online.  
 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-89EkdfRrYJn9YzlWPCf8VeKVq2XwlxL/view?usp=sharing
https://crawlingoutoftheclassroom.wordpress.com/2017/10/27/stories-as-mirrors-and-windows-part-2-stories-as-windows-and-inquiry-at-the-start-of-the-school-year/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11VE281AauC4nGLE3V4-YQmF0Hw7-P_-bVzSkhN398CA/edit?usp=sharing

