
 
Haslett Public Schools  
Lesson Plan Template 

Teacher: Korina Trufant 

School/Grade/Subject: 4th Grade  

Lesson Focus: Responding to writing through accountable talk 

Date: 2/3/17 and 2/12/17 

Time Needed: 45 minutes - split between two class periods 

Benchmarks/Common Core: 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.4.1 
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others' ideas 
and expressing their own clearly. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.4.2 
Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and 
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.4.4 
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized 
manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas 
or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace. 

Objective(s)/Essential Question: Students will learn different sentence starters for 
accountable talk and be able to use them orally and in writing  

Materials/Resources:  
Accountable Talk Posters (sentence starters) 
Chromebook 
Access to class reading blog 

Introduction/Warm-Up: 
● Remind students about how when having a class discussion it is important to listen 

to one another’s responses  
○ Brainstorm importance: gaining new ideas, building upon other’s ideas, having 

a discussion between students instead of always responding to teacher 
● Explain that we normally do this orally, but now we are going to work on it when 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/4/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/4/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/4/4/


writing 
○ How do we give and get effective feedback? 
○ Why is specific feedback important? 

 

Procedure/Activities: 
Part 1: 

● Show students accountable talk posters hanging in classroom 
● They are classified into 4 categories 

○ When you agree with someone 
○ When you disagree with someone 
○ When you want to ask them a question 
○ When you want to reference what they wrote/said 

● Give examples of when to use each 
● Give all students one prompting question and have first person respond 

○ How do you think the main character felt when _________ happened? 
● After calling on first student, have other students respond to the first student 

using one of the sentence starters. Try to have at least 3 students respond 
● Once students get practice using the sentence starters, introduce the classroom 

blog (http://mrstrufant.weebly.com/reading-blog) 
○ It is a place for us to publicly record our thoughts, read other’s, and 

respond back to give them feedback 
○ Show students how to navigate, post, and respond to others 
○ Show students first prompt they will have to respond to and model how 

to type in your response and submit them.  
● Have students log onto blog and respond to the prompt 

 
Part 2: 

● Join class together and look over student’s responses to first blog post 
● Explain that the next assignment is to choose two students to respond to 
● Remind them how to use accountable talk sentence starters to give feedback to 

their classmates 
● Model how to respond to one student’s blog response 
● Have students log onto blog and respond to two student’s previous blog posts 

 

Lesson Conclusion/Summary: 
● After students have had a chance to respond, bring students together to look at 

their responses. Discuss responses that included sentence starters, and talk 
about how we could change the ones that did not include the sentence starters 

● What could they do better next time 

Assessment: Formative /Summative 
● I will be able to see which students grasped accountable talk by looking at their 

responses to one another’s blog posts 

Follow-Up Lesson(s): 



Each week students will continue to get one blog prompt. They will first have to respond 
to the prompt, then give feedback to two students. Blog prompts will vary depending on 
what we are focusing on each week. 

Notes/Reflection: 
One thing I noticed after this lesson was how many students did not write in complete 
sentences, use punctuation, or read over their responses before they submitted them 
on the blog. In the future I will discuss the importance of writing conventions in a blog 
post. Also, many students did not use the sentence starters. After a few weeks I will 
not accept their work if they did not include them. 

 


