
 

Haslett Public Schools  

Lesson Plan Template 

Teacher: Sarah Lerch 

School/Grade/Subject: Social Studies 

Lesson Focus: Native American Tribes and Regions  
 

Date: 9/12/16-10/12/16 

Time Needed: 45 minutes to 1 hour 

Benchmarks/Common Core: 
 
5 – U1.1.1 Use maps to locate peoples in the desert Southwest, the Pacific Northwest, the 
nomadic nations of the Great Plains, and the woodland peoples east of the Mississippi River 
(Eastern Woodland). (National Geography Standard 1, p. 144)  
 
5– U1.1.2 Compare how American Indians in the desert Southwest and the Pacific 
Northwest adapted to or modified the environment. (National Geography Standard 14, p. 
171)  
 
5 – U1.1.3 Describe Eastern Woodland American Indian life with respect to governmental 
and family structures, trade, and views on property ownership a 

Objective(s)/Essential Question: 
 
Students will understand and identify the four regions of native American settlements and 
tribes.  
 
Students will identify similarities and differences between native American regions and 
tribes. 
 
Students will understand geographical impacts on settlements. 
 

Materials/Resources: 
 



Chromebooks 
Google Slides 
Social Studies Textbook 
 
 

Introduction/Warm-Up: 
 
To begin, I will recap what we have learned in our geography unit for how our world 
currently looks - continents, oceans, etc. Then, we will begin reading this unit as a class 
discussing important theories of how the first Americans arrived to this land. We will use our 
geographical knowledge as we discuss these theories.  
 

Procedure/Activities: 
 
As we move forward, students will record their opinions on these theories, as well as 
important details about each tribal region - tribes, climate, clothing, etc. These notes will 
help them organize their understanding of the big ideas for each region. Students will 
complete the notes and reading in an order that makes sense to them, while reading and 
working with a partner assigned by me.  
 

Lesson Conclusion/Summary: 
 
At the end of each lesson, I will revisit the big ideas, and go over what our notes should look 
like. Students should take away from each lesson that there were certain geographical and 
climate reasons for why various tribes survived the region, as well as why certain 
agricultural habits were formed. 

Assessment: Formative /Summative 
 
Formatively, I will adjust my observations of student discussion as well as their work on the 
notes slides to assess their understanding of this lesson. Summatively, I will use their scores 
on the unit test to assess their understanding. 

Follow-Up Lesson(s): 
 
Each lesson builds on the one prior to it, by stating similarities and stark differences 
between regions of tribes.  
 

Notes/Reflection: 
 
This lesson went much better than anticipated, given it was my first time using technology 
for this purpose. Students, I found, struggled with formatting and font size, so we made 
changes as we saw fit. In addition, I saw that certain note styles weren’t accessible for lower 
achieving students, and will make changes to future note files for those students.  



 


