Socratic Seminar Procedure

Socratic Seminars are a way for me to assess your ability to analyze rhetoric in a discussion with others without having to write an essay. To be successful, you need to make sure that you are annotating the readings before class keeping the rubric for rhetorical analysis in these seminars in mind.

	Each week I will draw names for those that are in the “inner circle” the day of the seminar-- everyone must be prepared.

	Those students who are not presenting are not off the hook. Throughout the seminar, I will draw names and ask for contributions from those of you in the “outer circle.” While you are not be graded, you are still expected to pay attention and provide insight. If you are called, we will wait until you have something of value to contribute-- even if it get’s awkward. 

	The “inner circle” will be begin the conversation with a discussion of the speaker's purpose as it relates to his or her audience. 

	The “inner circle” will then move on to a discussion of the rhetorical choices the author makes: identifying rhetorical devices and strategies as well as tying them back to the speaker’s purpose. 

	All members in the “inner circle” need to keep the others in the circle in mind. Do not say all there is to say without hearing out the other members of the group.

Other things of Importance
All opinions and ideas will be respected during discussion.
Participation is required and without enthusiasm for learning and discussion, this will not be a success, so please bring your analysis hats and be ready to talk!
I reserve the right to ask for participation from individuals that may not always volunteer themselves if I feel that it’s necessary.
This is a  grade, so your preparation and participation are VITAL to your success.

