
 

AAPS Blended Unit Planning Document #1 

Grade Level/Content Area 

4th Grade Social Studies: Regions/States of the USA 

 

Unit Title 

States Project: Geography and Location of a U.S. State 

 

Unit Abstract 
A description of the featured unit of study that characterizes the subject matter to be studied and states very generally what students are expected to learn and 
the types of learning activities that will be conducted to provide opportunities for learning. 

Throughout the school year, student have studied the five regions of the United States. In the culminating project, students will be assigned a state to report 
upon. Students will be required to include detailed information about their state, including (but not limited to) descriptions of: 

● The state’s geography and natural resources 
● The state’s economy, industries, and products 
● Important people who come from the state 
● The history of the state 
● The climate of the state 
● The culture of the state 
● Detailed maps of the state 
● State symbols and flag 

The project must include at least a paragraph on each topic listed above, and must include pictures, maps, and diagrams.  

 

Standards/Benchmarks 
Identifying Expectations and Standards helps to ensure curricular alignment. 
 
Are the appropriate goals (ie: content standards, benchmarks, curriculum objectives) identified? 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.4.3 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/4/3/


 

Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in 
the text. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.4.9 
Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.4.10 
By the end of year, read and comprehend informational texts, including history/social studies, science, and technical texts, in the grades 4-5 text complexity 
band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.2 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.4 
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.5 
Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.6 
Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.8 
Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while 
avoiding plagiarism. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.W.10 
Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 

Essential Questions  
A meaning of “essential” involves important questions that recur throughout one’s life. Such questions are broad in scope and timeless by nature. They are 
perpetually arguable – What is justice?  Is art a matter of taste or principles? How far should we tamper with our own biology and chemistry?  Is science 
compatible with religion? Is an author’s view privileged in determining the meaning of a text? We may arrive at or be helped to grasp understandings for these 
questions, but we soon learn that answers to them are invariably provisional. In other words, we are liable to change our minds in response to reflection and 
experience concerning such questions as we go through life, and that such changes of mind are not only expected but beneficial. A good education is grounded 
in such life-long questions, even if we sometimes lose sight of them while focusing on content mastery. The big-idea questions signal that education is not just 
about learning “the answer” but about learning how to learn. (Wiggins, Understanding by Design) 
 

Students will answer these essential questions when creating their states projects: 
Where is this state located? 
What states, bodies of water, and/or countries does this state border? 
What differentiates this state from states in other regions?  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/W/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/W/10/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/W/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/4/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/4/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/W/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/W/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/CCRA/W/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/4/10/


 

What are some reasons people would want to move to this state?  
What are reasons people wouldn’t want to move to this state?  
Is someone moved to this state, what job would they probably have?  
What kind of food do people usually eat in this state?  
How does the climate affect the way people live in this state?  

 
Student will know... 
Summarizing the key content by setting up knowledge and skill goals for the 
unit helps designers focus lesson content. 
 

Students will understand... 
● Detailed information about the  state’s geography and natural resources 
● Detailed information about the state’s economy, industries, and products 
● Details and facts about the lives of three important people who come from the state 
● State History: 

○ What year the state became a part of the United States 
○ Three important events that happened in the state’s history 

● Detailed information about the climate of the state 
● Detailed information about the state’s culture 
● Detailed maps of the state 
● State symbols and flag 

 

Students will be able to…. 
Summarizing the key skills goals for the unit helps designers focus lesson content. 
 

Upon completion of the unit, students will be able to... 
● Describe and present detailed information about the  state’s geography and natural resources 
● Describe and present detailed information about the state’s economy, industries, and products 
● Describe and present details and facts about the lives of three important people who come from the state 
● Describe and present state history: 

○ What year the state became a part of the United States 
○ Three important events that happened in the state’s history 

● Describe and present detailed information about the climate of the state 
● Describe and present detailed information about the state’s culture 
● Describe and present detailed maps of the state 
● Describe and present state symbols and flag 



 

 

Current Teaching Design* 
List every activity that you currently complete in your traditional classroom situation to teach this unit.  

● Group, individual, and partner reading: 
○ Social Studies Alive! Textbook 

■ State Facts section, pages 294 - 318 
● Online research using classroom Symbaloo Mix with links to state information 
● Individual reading of nonfiction texts about the state 
● Use of classroom maps for information on population, climate, geography, and industry 
● Whole-class instruction on using Google Classroom, Google Slides, and other technology to present information 

 

 

Models 
Recommended models for implementation.  (ie flex, station rotation, lab rotation, flipped, individual, A La Carte, enriched virtual) 

Students work individually for the most part, except when assisting other students.  
We use either a device cart, or the computer lab for most of the activities.  
5 classroom Chromebooks allow for individual or centers use if needed.  
Students can work on some activities offline, using print books and/or maps.  
 

 

Instruction and Activities 
Based on what you have learned so far what instruction and activities will students engage with in the face-to-face (F2F) environment? Which will you now move 
to the online environment? For more support in planning this way, watch this video. 
 

F2F Online 

● Students read curriculum-based textbook to get basic information 
about their state.  

○ Reading of Social Studies Alive! Textbook 
■ State Facts section, pages 294 - 318 

● Students interpret classroom maps to research climate, population 
density, physical geography, and climate, and record the information 
on their “By the Numbers” sheet.  

● All assignments will be posted in Google Classroom 
● Individual research of states using EPIC! Books website collection of 

States Books: Exploring the States, by various authors 
● Individual use of our classroom symbaloo mix for researching states 
● Students gather information and statistics about their state, and 

record on their “Basic Information” sheet. 
● Students present the information about their state whatever form 

https://www.symbaloo.com/mix/mrstaplesclasswebmix
https://www.symbaloo.com/mix/mrstaplesclasswebmix
https://www.getepic.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OYFEDR2qlBc


 

● Students present the information about their state whatever form 
they’d like: brochure, Google app (slides, docs, drawing, or sites), 
physical poster, Seesaw, or other ideas they come up with.  

 

they’d like: brochure, Google app (slides, docs, drawing, or sites), 
physical poster, Seesaw, or other ideas they come up with.  

 
 

Assessments 
Based on what you have learned so far what instruction  assessments will students engage with in the face-to-face (F2F) environment? Which will you now move 
to the online environment? Think about how you balance your assessment strategies (formative and summative).  
 

F2F Online 

Formative assessment using paper/pencil information sheets. 
 

Summative assessment via “genius hour” where students choose how they’d 
like to present the information they’ve gathered about their state. This was 
formerly done as a physical project of students’ choice. Choices now are 
limited to brochure, Google app (slides, docs, drawing, or sites), physical 
poster, and Seesaw, but they can request to present in another form of their 
choice.  

Resources 
A selected repertoire of high quality resources that would equip a teacher to teach the unit is listed here. 
 
 

F2F Online 

Social Studies Alive, Teachers’ Curriculum Institute, 2010 
 
Social Studies Alive “Interactive Student Desk Map” 
 
4th Grade States Project Basic Information sheet 
 
4th Grade States Project By the Numbers sheet 

Our class Symbaloo mix: 
https://www.symbaloo.com/mix/mrstaplesclasswebmix 
 
EPIC! Website: https://www.getepic.com 
 
Google Classroom: 
https://classroom.google.com/u/0/c/MjA5NTYxODQwNVpa 
 
https://web.seesaw.me/ 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EeqBOQgaR2wbGalx58UiWp8w1E1g98h-dPyyORAajHU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.getepic.com/
https://classroom.google.com/u/0/c/MjA5NTYxODQwNVpa
https://web.seesaw.me/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1makMU-9ydtDKJnM1eEwXvsAxlqbuvyPWou942V1JYLw/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.symbaloo.com/mix/mrstaplesclasswebmix


 

 
 
 

 

TO-DO* 
What items must you complete in order to finish the creation of this unit. If any of the items to the right must be modified for online delivery list it here.   For 
example, create a short podcast, find a YouTube video, write a discussion question, re-write directions for an activity so it can take place online.  
 

 

 


