
Understanding Leadership & Democracy 
Dean Meyer 
PACK 2nd hour (ungraded class of Tier 1 instruction for highest leveled reading students) 
*Note, this is a 30 minute period that meets Mon-Thur and doesn’t require grades.  I work social studies content into the 
lessons because our Reading Street Curriculum K-4 has a very minimal smattering of “Social Studies” and the majority of 
daily instruction in those grades is divided between the daily special (gym, science, music), nearly ½ day of Reading Street 
ELA, and nearly ½ day of Pearson Mathematics.  3rd & 4th Grades do a “little bit” of Social Studies content by reading the 
textbooks they share between both grade levels,  but that is being generous.  5th grade is the first year of explicit separate 
Social Studies instruction.  My purpose is to give my high level thinkers access to content and engage in discourse that will 
assist them in gaining essential knowledge to showcase on the upcoming M-STEP 5th Grade Social Studies test. 
 

Unit Name Learning Objectives 
What will students be able to 
do? 

Current Teaching 
Design 
List every activity that you 
currently complete in your 
traditional classroom 
situation to teach this unit.  

 

Classroom Activities 
Based on what you have 
learned so far, what 
instruction, activities and 
xassessment will you 
continue to complete in the 
classroom?  Place an X in this 
column next to that item.  

 

Online Activities 
Based on what you have 
learned so far, what 
instruction, activities and 
assessment will you no move 
to the online environment? 
Place an X in this column next 
to that item.  

 

TO-DO 
What items must you 
complete in order to finish 
the creation of this unit. If 
any of the items to the right 
must be modified for online 
delivery list it here.   For 
example, create a short 
podcast, find a YouTube 
video, write a discussion 
question, re-write directions 
for an activity so it can take 
place online.  

Understanding 
Democracy & 
Leadership 

Students will read the 
books Animal Farm 
and Shhh...We’re 
Writing the 
Constitution. 
 
Students will evaluate 
the decisions made 
by “leaders” in both 
books. 
 
Students will make 

*Read Animal Farm 
*Write summary of 
chapters. 
 
 

* X - Finish reading 
Animal Farm by 
George Orwell.  
 

*X - Respond to 
Google Classroom 
Prompts using google 
slides for Animal 
Farm Wrap Up. 

Provide feedback to 
students on slides 
and give class time 
for them to engage in 
discussion 
 

*Essay on impact of 
Animal Farm on their 
thinking. 

* X - Read 
Shhh...We’re Writing 
the Constitution by 
Jeanne Fritz. 

*X - Introduction / 
connection to 
Shh...We’re Writing 
the Constitution 
google slides 

Initial daily feedback 
using letsrecap.com 
or the recap app on 
ipads detailing their 
progress 

https://docs.google.com/a/laingsburg.k12.mi.us/presentation/d/1AuaRwMITbkQLnepHyDNzq2N9dRsJKYTW5p5HWmo4VHk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/laingsburg.k12.mi.us/presentation/d/1q1VSZ4N-qkYCniqBBEha_q6SxvPfaobeM01vwggZLD4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/laingsburg.k12.mi.us/presentation/d/1AuaRwMITbkQLnepHyDNzq2N9dRsJKYTW5p5HWmo4VHk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/laingsburg.k12.mi.us/presentation/d/1q1VSZ4N-qkYCniqBBEha_q6SxvPfaobeM01vwggZLD4/edit?usp=sharing


text connections to 
the books to further 
their understanding of 
the content. 
 
Students will 
investigate the 
principles the U.S. 
Constitution are 
based on, and 
determine the 
differences from the 
Articles of 
Confederation. 
 
Students will 
compare and contrast 
“True” Democracies 
from “Pretend” 
Democracies. 

*Make connections to 
various age 
appropriate texts 
(Hunger Games, The 
Maze Runner, 
Divergent, etc,...) 

X - pencil & paper 
venn Diagram of US 
Constitution & 
Articles of 
Confederation 

 
Y - Using OER POV 
on “True” 
Democracy, have 
students engage in 
research of nations 
that display 
differences 

Students complete a 
Google Slides / 
Drawing for Compare 
& contrast projects of 
U.S Constitution & 
Articles of 
Confederation 
(focusing on “Big 
Picture ideas”) 

*Develop connections 
during CH 12 unit on 
US Revolution & 
Chapter 13 The 
Constitution of the 
USA 

 Y - use digital 
resources to 
Compare & Contrast 
AOC & Constitution 

*New idea I’ve run 
across is have 
students complete 
hexagonal thinking 
blocks to help 
determine 
relationships 

Students will create 
a product (audio, 
video, blended) to 
showcase the 
development in 
their understanding 
of democracy & 
leadership. 

  Y - finally, as we 
aren’t to Ch 12 or 13 
in Social Studies yet, 
we’ll use Khan 
Academy’s video to 
get kids up to speed 
ahead of book 
content 

Students will create a 
“podcast” using 
seesaw, green 
screen video, or other 
visual media to share 
their reflections on 
how their thinking has 
changed / developed 
over the course of 
this unit on 
democracy and 
leadership. 

   X - using prior 
knowledge gained 
during this project 
and focusing on one 

 

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-us-history/period-3/apush-creating-a-nation/v/birth-of-the-us-constitution
https://socialstudiesoutloud.com/2017/02/16/the-awesome-six-sided-world-of-hexagonal-thinking/
http://www.usconstitution.net/constconart.html
http://www.usconstitution.net/constconart.html
http://www.usconstitution.net/constconart.html
http://www.oercommons.org/courses/democracies-in-the-world/view
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-us-history/period-3/apush-creating-a-nation/v/birth-of-the-us-constitution
http://www.oercommons.org/courses/democracies-in-the-world/view
http://www.oercommons.org/courses/democracies-in-the-world/view
http://www.usconstitution.net/constconart.html


of the “discrepant” 
nations, students will 
complete one more 
compare & Contrast 
venn diagram of the 
US Constitution & 
one of the “Not Truly” 
a Democracy nations. 

Classroom 
Assessment 

 X - Short multiple 
choice quiz with one 
personalized essay 
prompt. 

 Google Classroom 
feedback by the 
teacher through 
comments 

Peer Presentations 
w/ self-evaluation 
rubrics 

Online Assessment     Google Form 

 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1 

Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2 

Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the 
source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6 

Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or 
avoidance of particular facts). 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7 

Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and 
digital texts. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/6/


CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.8 Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/8/

